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INTRODUCTION

%o - Upen our srrival im the Soviet ¥mion; I and many of my deported
compatriots attempied to acquire an ordinary stireet or city map of '
the Dzerzhinsk ares. We vary seen learned that such printed rowd and
vity maps, commonly obtainable im Western countries, are not available
for general use in the USSR, The non~exisisnce of such & praotical
public facility ocan presumably bs stiributed to the Soviet system of
dtete security whick attempis te withhold from the gemeral public the
losation of such security sensitive objecta as govsrnmential, indusirisl,
and militery installations situsted in and around major urban aress
ghroughout the BSSRE. It is an estadblished fact that ths Dzershinsk
indugtrial area is coneidered as Voyeniy Reyon—a military district,
dnd theréfore all plants, instellations; and the populatio

local MYD and MGB security or

I have therefore prepsred &
the Dzarakinsk city plan en which I bave described and pinp

wany specific installations, parts of the city, and other points eof S0X1

imterest az I am able to r-colloet.[:io vage 9 _72 50X1-HUM

GENRRAL CONDITIONS OF AREA

Zopogrephic Features

2. The soil in and around Dzerzhinsk consikts of light brown-yellewish
sand; The city itself is built on cblparntivcly sven grounda. Steed
sloped, falling down in places 20 te 25 metsrs; run along both banks
of the Oka Rivdr. The lower stretolies of land along the river; east
and wept of the oity;, are regularly floocded every epring. These areas
remain submerged until the early pert of the sumner. A few small
forests and single trees in the fields and mlong roads still remain as &
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reminder of the former vegetation which existed in this area prior

to its industrializetion., | fThese  50X1
open areas, cleared of trees; as well as the sfreets within the

city, are fregquently subjected to sand etorms, at which timo roads

and streets are made impassable by enormous collections of sand

and dirt.

Clipatic Conditions

3.

The winter in thie area lasts approximately from six to sSeven
months. During this period, the city's Gorkom was not very
‘concernad about the road and street conditigus, inasmuch as the
anow and ice remained on the ground for as long as the cold ‘weather
lhoted. During the thawing period, roasds are frequently impassable.
Often, the temperature falls down to about 40 - 50 degreed Celsiue
below 2ero. Frequent snow storms, in addition to the low freezing
temperature, often paralyze rail and setreetcar transportation to
the plants. This results in work stoppages at some of the neighe~
boring plants, since there is not enough motor transportation to

&0 around for transporting all the workers to their places-of
enployment. However, during the winter months the deeply frozen
river groatly facilitates the traffioc between both banks of the Oks
River. During summer months climatic conditions are generally hot
and dry.

Eousing Conditions

4.

The main period of the cityte growth and development can be defined
as the years betweem 1936 - 1939, However, in 1951, prior to my
departure from the USSR, many buildings eand housing developmente
- ware still in proocess of construction. It oan be sald that the oity
is 8till in process of expansion. During the years following World
War II1, many housing projects and worker's settlements were devaloped.
‘Howsver, the postwar housing shortage atill continues to present a
serious problem even for Soviet standarde of living. The city'a
population (including the entire indusirial erea under the muniaipal
Juriediotion of the Dserrhinsk Qorkom) was estimated in 1951 to have
reached the 150,000 mark. I believe that this figure ig etill
.inoreasing in conjunction with the growing induatrias in this area,

. I believe it is a well-established fact thet the Soviet population,

egpecially in urban ereas, lives under very orowded conditions. I
observed many familiea living in extreme poverty, partiounlarly in
loocalities on the outekirts of the city. During the frequent visits
of my meny Soviet acquaintances I observed the orowdedness aond
inconveniences resulting from the Soviet standards of life’ (conditiona
largely unknown in Western countries). However, I observed that
Soviet families maintsin their households epotlessly olean, neat,
‘and orderly. There wers naturally differences betwasn the living
conditione of the general Soviet population and the techniocal
intelligenteis and Soviet governmental, politicel, and municipal
.funotionsries. This apparently can be attributed to their clase
btatus and the liigher income brackets or aarning possibilities.

General Cqndition of the City

5.

/

The condition of the streets can be termed gonerally poor. Only a .
fow of the city's main thoroughfares (points 32 - 35 demoribed below)
-are partly paved with aephalt. All other streets are sither paved
with cobblestones or present a hard-dirt country-road BPDIATANCS .
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The street sewer and drainage system is poor. The houses bresent
] . a pitiful appearance; neglect in their unkesp can be cbserved
L : s&lmost everywhare. TiHe owners of the amaller, one-family dwellings

: do not attempt to besutify their properties for faar of being
suspected of displaying capitalistic tendenoles. Wooden and wire
fences along sireets and gardens ars also neglected and almply
deteriorate. However, the Red Sguare and the Park Kultuxy are
kept comparatively clean and well tended. The newly consiructed -
housing projects and sapartment developments are also in neglected
ard shabby conditiona. . In the USSR almost everything ie done in
accordamce with & previously planned program. The upkeep and
maintensance of the city’s properties follows the same pattern, To
my knowledge, there was freguently s shortage of funds, allocated .
by the Gorkem or other respective agency, required for the maintenamce
and' rapair of the city’s properties, On the other hand, governmental
wnd public buildings were periodically repainted and retouohed )
(especially before the Soviet natienal holidays) with standard Soviet
accepted colors, red, blue; and yellow. Of poor quality, adid with “the
help of climetic conditions, the paint would not last for longer
.then three $o0 four weeks, after which time the buildings wohld return
to their former deteriorated state. However, it appeared, though it
may have been only on the surface, that the general Soviet cltizentry
s well satizfied and always cherishes hopeg for improvements and
hettorment of living conditions. Of couree, the government propa-

o ganda, with lte constant blaring of Soviet standarized idess and
ST ‘'slogans; greatly influences the minds and thinking of the general
population,
Yieinity
' 6.. . 'The roads, lendscape, end localities asouthwest of the city proper

(many moattered hamlets and single wooden village type dwellings can
te seen in the fields and along the roads) present & poor and
deteriorated Mlciurs., The poverty in those localities is appalling.
The major;ﬁgfﬂf the able=bodied adult population work in the neigh-
boring kolkhozy. It was unbelievable to reslize that kolkhoz workers,
“fhe farmers, were forced to buy bread snd other commodities“on the
city’s free markets. During the periods of fodder scarcityy; the
farmers bought bread in the city with which to feed their’ animals
because they considered this less expenaive than buying fodder on
the black market. Large deposits of peat are located in the vielnity
of Dzerzhinsk and Gorkiy. These deposite are considered of immense
" importance by the population and geive ag a me jor supply of fuel For
the entire distriot, at least of the Dgerzhinsk part of the
Gorkovekaya Oblast.

. Reoreational Facilities

7o - The city’s oultural and recreational life revolved eround the few
loeal theaters, the city park (Kult ); end the sport stadium.
- The fellowing breakdown illuatrateauzie few recreational facilities
available in Dzerzhinsks

1 thesater, approximately 250 seats, cemplemented with a third-
clans cast.

1 movie theater, "“Wdarnik", approximately 400 geats.

1 aport stadium, medium aize, 20,000 capacity (seating and
standing roomgo
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1 oity park, with open~air theater and dancing floor. (Because
of climatic conditions it can be used only three to four
months durirg the year.)

1 hotel, fourth class, &0 bed capacity.

2 public restaunrants

2 culturgl elubs, "Dom KultrxﬂA24gaghAlggaxgﬁgnagrgﬁhggggzgii
‘Knlinina end Sverdlova. ‘ S0X1

A variety of street corner stands known as "Zakusochnaya" {a Soviet
version of snagk-bars, with soft and hard drinke} can be found
throughout the city. The local sport stadium is always well
attended. Even those persons who do not have a liking for, or a
particular interest in, any type of sport comsider it “bon ton®™ to
be seen at the stadium during sporting evenis. This is called
expressing good socighility and "kultura." {The Soviet man~one
the-stre=t has a particular liking for "kultura."
This word 1is often mnmentioned in puhlic statements, private
conversations, e tc. The Soviets in general consider this word an
expression of highest culture and spiritusl acblevement. Though &
very much misued expressiocn, it is nevertheless ihe pride snd
obsesgsion of ewery Soviet citizen.) Another type of a fypical
Soviest recreation could he obserwved on Surd ays, holidays, and
on summer evenings, when the cityYs population was seen promenade
ing in the Red Squave and/or in the park continually cixeling en
masse," always in the same direction.  This type of promenading is
called in Russian "Massovoye Guiyeniye,” or mass promenading. I-
em convinced that this expression of the pepulaftionts sociability
is very much to the liking and delight of the local MGB. After all,
it is always good to keep the herd together., (Considering the size
of the city and its fast growing population, the available recre-
atioval facilities can be regarded as insufficient. Prior to my
departure in 1951, plans were under consideration to construct e
largs new theater at a siie somewhere in thc proximity of the
Gorkom (point 2 below).

DBESCRIPTION OF THE CITY PLAN

Point 1 Red Sguers
Center of the city. PFPromenade lanes with benches, flower-beds,
lawns, etc. A statue of Felix DZERZHINSKIY stands in the
southern end of this square.

Point 2  Gorkom (Town Hall)

Seat of the municipal executive committee; n three~story,

brick construction, 20 meters high, 120 x 20 meters. 4

large balcony over the main portal, located near the southern
corner of the building, serves as parade reception stand during
the usual celebration of Scviet national holideys.

Point 3 Mein Post Office

This building is a three=siory, brick construction, 15 meters
high, 80 x 1% meters. It contains administration offices for
the usnal communication facilities, as well as for the wired
loud-speaker outlet system (90 per cent of the housing apart-
ments in the Dzerzhinsk area are equipped with wired loud-
speaker outlets).
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FPoint 4

Point 5

Point 6
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Hotel Building

A three-story building. In addition to the hotel
facilities, it contains & restaurant, gastrononm store,
bookshop, shoe store, barber shop; and an apothecary,

City and Savings Banks (Sparkasse)

4 three~story building, 16 meters high; 50 x 20 meters.
It elso contains central bay offices for the industrial
planta of the Dzerzhinsik area.

Fire Department Buildinﬁ

Point 7

Point 8

Point 9

Point 10

Point 11

Point 12

Eoint 13

Point 14

Point 15

Power and Transformer Stations
S Bl mer vrations

Both (points 6 and 7) service the most essential buildings
and installations within the city,

Univermag Building

A twoestory building. Ground floors food, fruit, and
vegetable stores, and the "Dynamo* gport negazin ; first
floor: clothing department,

Apartment Houge

4 four=story building., Belongs to the shemical plant
"Rulon," The oityts printing office is located on the
ground floor, "Dzerzhinets,” the oity's daily newepaper
is printed in this printing shop.

Meat Factory

Meat and sausage factory and butoher: atore.

Kindergerten
MVD and MGB Building

This building is known as the "Voyeniy Dom" (Military
House) and is the seat of the districtis MVD and NGB
headquarters, A four-astory tullding, with windows
barred with irom frames, It also containe the oourt
rooms and the city prosecutorts officen.

City's Public Bath

This building is known as the "Kultura® house (Soviet
version of a Turkish bath),

Police Station
4 twow-story struoture; contains a number of prison cells,

Dispensary (Polyklinika)

A two-story building. General medical treatment, dental
care, meternity.clinie, etec.
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‘Point 16 Military Barracks

‘To my knowledge, two or three batteries of field
artillery and antis~tank units were stationed there.
Fenced-in areas wooden and stone buildings,

Point 16a Artillery Training Area

Regtricted area with. off-limits signs, surrounded by woods,
Size of ares unknown to meo . Artillery firing could

be often heard in the northwestern directione Military
guarda were ohserved.

Point .17 Citx Hospital
Point 18 BBusing Blogcks (Apartment Development)

These” buildings belong to Zaved 96.
Point 1 Housing Blocks (Apartment Development)
Same as (18) above. .
Point éo City Park .
‘Known ae "Park Kultugy 1 0%tdykha" (reoreation park).
Point 21 Open-Air Movie Theater
Point 22 Theater (Formgr thldren'g theater)
Foint 23 Sohool
Point 24 Hovie Thester "Udarnik"
Roint 25 gport Stedius ' o

v

'point 26 Amteurs' Radio Club_and Mioro-Fave Station (State=opedated)

Point 27 Market Place (Bacaar)
Point 28 Railroad Station

Conneote Dzerzhinsk with the plant Imeni Bverdlova,
loocated approximately two to three kilcmeters from the
oity limits., The latter plant cean be also reached by
streetoar, This station contains many freight loading
platforme, switohing lines, and warshouses. :

Point 29 Hain!Railroad Station

Looated on the main rail trunk, Mosoow -Gorkiy, and
points further edat,

Point 29a Freight Station

.Many warehouses, switoch lines, workshope, ewitoh and
\\ signaling installations.
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Pg?nt 30 River Harbor'._ S oasmt gldmem T e
5oqp- - Bsed by river beats cruisirg between Mdoscow. Dzerzhingk
: —--  and "Dzerzhimsk~ Gerkiy. Serves as connecting link with
areas located on the right bank ef the.0ka River.
- e oLt i d of
Point 31  Warshousss and Shede . . - ,;

Iatnt 03

Freight traffic tramsfer center from river to rail
transport and vice versa.

A ¢ st LT e e . HESRENS 29
Point 32 Prospact Koltsove e Sy
| .+ +- Maln thoreughfare between Dzerzhingk = Sverdlova.
- 4+ Small ‘houses flank this avenue on both sides. Partly
paved. < - g -
Prospect Dzerahinukovo .

One of the city's main traffic arteries, paved, flanked
with apartment houses, stores, and office buildings.
Shopping street,

Point 34 éﬂta’a K@vicha
And .
One of the city'a prinoipal 8streets, Lined with |
sparteent houses, stores, office buildings, ste, In
1951 this street was atill in process of construction.
i Ty T ‘ N " [
Point 357 Prospect Leninu
' o K \ - Vogor PURES §ion 0y —% [ -
) Principal thoroughfare; paved with asphait. Housing
. and shopping center. ’
- -Point 36 Sparsely Inhabited Area
Point 37 New Housing Projects =~ t+f, -
»* .3 Modern type apartment developments, interspersed with
3 small wooden dwellings.. - . nj- Y- U PS ST
- o : [ S SR T LI SR § 3
Point 38  Suburban Settlsment . . L vk nml, Fo.l T Gorkly
4 on,
Conaists of nany scattered stone and wooden houses.
P Close to the market place {point 27), it contains many
. - s - food~and utilities shops. The shoemakers' and barberst
e (¥t artels,.or State Aslocintionl.”arc located in this area.
Point 39 Housing Aral in the Vicinityioflthe Oka River oY 1
L PN [ S
. 01d wooden dwollinga Built on‘theaslope declining towaris
the river.
Point 40 0la vnla‘e“ T T Rt

. + N L 4 3r !

Dilaiidated'wooden houses with tin roofs; neglected
unpaved strests. It presents a typical’old’Russian
village of the 19th sentury,
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